n6             HEINRICH VON TREITSCHKE

({ These affairs of German politics interest me now a
thousand times more than the great European question.
This half-decayed Turkey; . . . this timid and perfidious
policy of France and England; . . . this Tsar Nicholas to
whom, though he is as I believe most flagrantly in the
wrong, one cannot refuse a certain reluctant admiration . . ,
there you have indeed a mixture of impotence and brute
force than which nothing can be more tiresome/' *

A youth who could write this, when the Crimean War
was in sight and the whole future of South-Eastern Europe
seemed to hang in the balance, was not likely to follow the
international complications of the next twelve years with
close attention, or to gain much insight into the true nature
of international relations. We need not be surprised to
find that the least satisfactory pages of the Politik are those
which deal with the subject of treaties and of public law.
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